


About Esplanade - Theatres on the Bay

Esplanade is Singapore’s national performing arts centre. It hosts a year-round line-up of about 3,500
live performances and activities presented by Esplanade, its partners and hirers. As an arts centre for
everyone, Esplanade also creates opportunities for seniors, youth, children and underserved
communities to experience the arts. More than 70% of the shows that take place each year at the
centre are free for all to enjoy.

Esplanade also brings the arts virtually to audiences in Singapore and beyond, through its diverse
range of digital programmes on Esplanade Offstage, an all-access backstage pass to the performing
arts and guide to Singapore and Asian arts and culture, with videos, podcasts, articles, quizzes and
resources.

The centre works in close partnership with local, regional and international artists to develop artistic
capabilities and content, push artistic boundaries and engage audiences. Esplanade supports the
creation of artistic content by commissioning and producing new Singapore and Asian work for the
international stage. It also develops technical capabilities for the industry nationally.

Esplanade — Theatres on the Bay is operated by The Esplanade Co Ltd (TECL), which is a not-for-profit
organisation, a registered Charity and an Institution of a Public Character. The Charity Council
awarded TECL the Charity Governance Award - Special Commendation for Clarity of Strategy in 2016
and 2022, and the Charity Transparency Award from 2016 — 2023. Esplanade is Singapore’s first
Dementia-Friendly Arts Venue and a certified Dementia Go-To Point, as well as a guide/assistance
dog friendly centre.

TECL receives funding support from Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth and its Community
Programmes are supported by Tote Board Family, comprising Tote Board, Singapore Pools and
Singapore Turf Club.

Visit Esplanade.com for more information.

Board Members

Mr Lim Ming Yan (Chairman) Ms Lin Diaan-Yi

Ms Yvonne Tham (CEOQ) Mr Low Eng Teong

Ms Janet Ang Mr Daryl Neo

Mr Lee Eng Beng Ms Rahayu Buang

Ms Lee Huay Leng Ms Rika Sharma

Dr Lee Tung Jean Mr Shekaran Krishnan
Mr Lee Woon Shiu Mr Sim Hwee Cher

Mrs Clara Lim-Tan Mr Suhaimi Zainul Abidin

Esplanade is a proud member of

N\
0\
AR
esplanade

theatres on the bay
singapore

Association of Asia Pacific
Performing Art Centres
www.aappac.com

@ www.esplanade.com ) @ EsplanadeSG
1 Esplanade Drive, Singapore 038981 Tel: 6828 8222 Fax: 6337 3633

EsplanadeSingapore
Customer Service Hotline: 6828 8377 SISTIC Hotline: 6348 5555 P 9ap

#esplanadesg #mydurian

All rights reserved. Information correct at time of print. UEN:199205206G



FESTIVAL MESSAGE

From 15 — 24 Nov 2024, Esplanade — Theatres on the Bay welcomes
you to Kalaa Utsavam — Indian Festival of Arts, a celebration of the rich
tapestry of Indian arts and culture. Each year, we gather to honour timeless
traditions that have shaped our heritage while embracing the vibrant and
contemporary expressions of today. Embracing a global perspective, this
year’s Kalaa Utsavam weaves together artistic excellence and the thrill of
discovery, offering performances from different countries designed to touch
the heart and ignite the imagination.

An Esplanade co-production and highlight of the festival, renowned
choreographer and dancer Akram Khan’s GIGENIS — the generation of the
Earth makes its exclusive Asian stop in Singapore. Performing alongside
Akram, this production brings together different Indian dance forms and
some of its finest performers from three continents. Following its world
premiere in France in August 2024, it will also tour London and New York.
GIGENIS shines a spotlight on the enduring resonance of tradition in a
rapidly changing world.

For younger audiences, Ranga Shankara’s AHA! Theatre for Children’s
puppetry production of Old Man and The Sea breathes new life into
Hemingway'’s timeless story of human endurance and dignity in the face of
life’s inevitable struggles.

Kalaa Utsavam also features artists and productions that reflect the rich
cultural exchange between India and the world. Bollywood fans are in for an
unparalleled performance from legendary playback singer Shaan, while the
genre-blending sounds of The F16s from Chennai and the fusion of Indian
classical dance with Japanese Taiko drumming in Chi Udaka by Taikoz and
Lingalayam Dance Company from Australia showcase the ever-evolving
landscape of Indian art on the world stage.



Comedy lovers can expect an evening of laughter and sharp wit, with
Tamil comedians Jagan Krishnan and Vikkals Vikram who will perform for
the first time as a double bill, while music fans will be captivated by Sam
Vishal and friends’ soulful melodies. This year, we are particularly excited
to present Ramana Balachandhran, a veena prodigy whose mesmerising
performances are sure to leave a lasting impression. Singapore’s very
own RaghaJazz will celebrate their 15th anniversary with their innovative
fusion of jazz and Indian classical music, making their performance of Tidal
Streams a must-see.

Our literary offerings include Train to Pakistan, a gripping co-production
with HuM Theatre based on Khushwant Singh’s novel, and Living Ancestor
by ArunDitha, SISTRUM & Beatroot Ensemble feat. Mohamed Noor and
Munir Alsagoff, an experiential performance that promises to be as thought-
provoking as it is engaging.

In addition to our ticketed events, Kalaa Utsavam offers a vibrant array of
free programmes, including workshops and roving performances that make
the festival accessible to all.

We would like to thank Principal Sponsors High Commission of India and
Malabar Gold & Diamonds for their generous support of the festival.

We extend our deepest gratitude to each and every one of you for being part
of Kalaa Utsavam 2024. Your presence, passion for the arts, and support
are what make this festival truly special. Let's create memories that will
remain long after the curtain falls.

V M Sai Akileshwar
Producer
The Esplanade Co Ltd



PLAYWRIGHT'S FOREWORD

Dear Audience,

The stage before you holds more than a story—it is a reflection, a
haunting memory, a visceral reminder of the fragility of peace and the dark
undercurrents that threaten it. Based on Khushwant Singh’s powerful novel
Train to Pakistan, this play explores one of the most tumultuous periods in
South Asian history: the partition of British India in 1947. Yet, the impact of
this story is universal, reaching far beyond its temporal and geographical
context, echoing the timeless and borderless consequences of war on
innocent communities.

In the quiet village of Mano Majra, where this story unfolds, people have
lived in harmony for generations, oblivious to the religious and political
tensions simmering elsewhere—a mirror of what we experience living in our
small city state of Singapore. But as a wave of hatred and violence crashes
through the subcontinent, their lives are irrevocably torn apart. Through this
lens, Train to Pakistan transcends the specifics of partition and becomes a
poignant exploration of what happens when war wages not between armies
but within the hearts of neighbours, friends, and families.

Let's be very clear, dear readers, we cannot sing an anthem of peace
without addressing the core drivers of violence and hatred that threaten our
collective humanity. It is important that you watch Train to Pakistan with this
in mind.

It has been an honour and a privilege to adapt Khushwant Singh’s work to
the stage.

Thank you all for spending time with us today.

Subin Subaiah



DIRECTOR'S NOTES

Welcome to our performance of Train to Pakistan.

It's been a challenging play to produce in more ways
than one, but | thought it was a story that needed
to be told. First, because I'm a sucker for love and
‘courage conquers all’ kinds of yarns. Second,
because at HuM we are always looking at ways to
understand each other a little bit better. And Train to
Pakistan checks both boxes.

On that note, if any of you think this story has nothing to

do with our shared history in Singapore, | hope the videos

playing in the foyer have convinced you otherwise. | am grateful to
Mr. Sat Pal Khattar, Mr. Kishore Mahbubani, Mr. Harjit Singh Bhatia,
Mr. Abdul Rauf and Mr. Amit Bhatia, all Singaporeans, for unabashedly
sharing their personal histories relating to that traumatic period. It makes it
all worthwhile.

I cannot express my gratitude enough to a marvelous team of actors,
coaches, writer, production and technical crew for bringing their commitment,
their courage and their sense of humour to making this production a joy to
work on.

The cast, crew and | dedicate this play to the many who can trace their
history back to the partition and remain staunch in their belief that it should
never happen again.

Thank YOU all for your support, and enjoy the play.

Daisy Irani



ABOUT HUM THEATRE

Founded in 2010 by Daisy Irani and Subin
Subaiah, HuM Theatre’s mission is to bring
ethnic stories with a universal appeal to broader
audiences in Singapore. HuM has since launched
over 10 very distinct productions, all of which
have been extremely well received and have
garnered a Straits Times Life Theatre Award as
the Best Actress for Daisy Irani and Best Actor
nominations for Subin Subaiah.









Daisy Irani
Subin Subaiah
Shrey Bhargava
Ashie Singh

Yogesh Tadwalkar

Aizuddiin Nasser

Gautam Marathe
Dipeeka Shah
Jawahar Kanijilal
Monil SJ

Rahul Phondke
Aditya Mazumdar

Sakina, Bebe, & Mama-san
Hukum Chand, Zealot & Hakim Villager
Jagga

Nooran (Present Day), Jagga’s Nooran &
Sikh Villager

Meet Singh & Musician

Sub-Inspector, Lala, Bangle Seller &
Sikh Villager

Igbal, Muslim Villager & Sikh Villager
Haseena, Ahmed & Sikh Villager
Banta

Subedar, Ruffian & Pakistani Officer
Malli & Imam Chacha

Bhola & Ruffian
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Esplanade is a charity and not-for-profit organisation.
Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to
different communities, including the underserved.
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FOR WATCHING

Help us make your next Esplanade
experience even better by taking a
moment to share your thoughts with us.

We look forward to creating more
wonderful memories with you soon.

Scan and do the survey now!
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https://esplanade.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bDcGH2tEt5h4F8y?QCHL=qr&Survey_Type=Public_Event
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rather wonderful,
full of athletic glory.”

extremes

Rachid Ouramdane / 6 & 7 Dec 2024

. . Fri & Sat, 8pm, Esplanade Theatre
Compagnie de Chaillot S40%, $60%, 880~

[France] *Limited concessions: $32

Information correct at time of print. Photo Credit: Pascale Cholette

This production is presented as part of da:ns focus - Out of Site.

)y Eople “Esplanade&Me Specials available
BOO K N OW esplanade.com/dans et & White: 159 saings

SISTIC Hotline: 6348 5555 / Group Booking: 6828 8389 or email boxoffice@esplanade.com. Discover: 10% savings (min. 2 tickets)
Admission age: 6 and above. Ticket prices exclude SISTIC fees. Terms and conditions apply. Nota member yet? Join for free at www.esplanade.com/membership
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https://www.esplanade.com/whats-on/festivals-and-series/series/dans-focus/events/corps-extremes

“Queen of flamenco”
- The Stage

This production is presented as part of da:ns focus — Salero Flamenco.

Esplanade  "Esplanade&Me Specials
&Me

Book Now s e
esplanade.com/dans S

Join for free at www.esplanade.com/membership
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https://www.esplanade.com/whats-on/festivals-and-series/series/dans-focus/events/vuela

Esplanade
&Me
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Your access to the arts starts with Esplanade&Me

¢ Up to 20% savings on tickets and priority bookings and
early bird specials to festival and events at Esplanade

¢ Up to 20% savings on retail and dining specials at
Esplanade Mall and partners

¢ Exclusive invitations to events, workshops and tours
* Member referral incentives, Birthday privileges and more!

e Checkinatany of our free programmes, PIP's PLAYbox
and Jendela for rewards

o
T

Free tojoin Free upgrade when Free upgrade when Free for kids Free for ages Free for ages
you spend $500 you spend $1000 12 years & under 17 to 26 years 55 & above

Not a member yet? Join at

esplanade.com/membership
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ift a Seat

Inspire the future

Imagination, empathy, creativity —the arts both embody and inspire these human
qualities that help us make a better future for ourselves, our families or even

society. Your donation opens up opportunities for young people to experience and
be inspired by the arts. It also supports the aspirations of emerging Singapore
artists as they create and express their vision for the future.

esplanade

theatres on the bay
singapore

Esplanade is a charity and not-for-profit organisation. @ www.esplanade.com 0 0 EsplanadeSG

Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to
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different communities, including the underserved.




Esplanade gives our heartfelt thanks

to our Esplanade partner, arts benefactor, donors and sponsors for
believing in our vision to be a performing arts centre for everyone.
They made all these possible!”

(L 4 231 503007

activities took place at Esplanade. 73 7 Paid

3,809,486 | {v/;.,

People attended our activities at the centre. Participants

We believe that everyone

N - shou'ld be able to ex_perier_wce
ree the joy of the arts, including

14 14 X . .
R children, youth, seniors, migrant
workers and individuals with
Paid 565 special needs. Our communit
/ \ 141, p y

engagement activities bring the
arts to those in need.

*Figures for Esplanade’s activities from Apr 2023 to Mar 2024.

Your contribution* will make a difference.

On behalf of the communities we serve, thank you!

Find out how you too can make a difference through the arts at Esplanade.

Donate at www.esplanade.com/donate

To find out more, email us at donations@esplanade.com or speak with us at 6828 8321.

Esplanade is a charity and an Institution of a Public Character. Your donation to us is
matched dollar-for-dollar by the Cultural Matching Fund. Please note that the prevailing
tax exemption scheme for donors and sponsors of Arts-Related Businesses will depend
on the qualifying criteria imposed by IRAS.



With Gratitude

Esplanade-Theatres on the Bay is a charity, a not-for-profit organisation and Singapore’s national

performing arts centre.

We seek to entertain, engage, educate and inspire through the arts. We thank everyone who has
helped us bring positive impact to Singaporeans by supporting the arts and Esplanade.

Our heartfelt appreciation goes especially to our Donors and Sponsors, for their steadfast belief in
our mission and for their generous contributions.

DONORS AND SPONSORS
Abdur Rahman Adam Naina Mohd
Actually Pte Ltd

AETOS Holdings Pte Ltd

Allen & Overy LLP

Amy Ho

Andre Yeap

Ang Tze Siong

Annie Pek

Annie Yeo

Applied Materials South East Asia Pte Ltd
Asian Medical Foundation

Atek Engineering Pte Ltd

Benson Puah

Bernard Lim

BinjaiTree

BNP Paribas

Bowen Enterprises Pte Ltd

Bryan Halim

C.T. Chew Pte Ltd

Candice Greedy-Kefford

Capital Group Investment Management Pte Ltd
Carol Kwan Yin Wai

Cassy Huang

Catherine Ong

Chang Hung Mui

Chia Lai Kuan

Chong Siak Ching

Christine Ong

Chua Sock Koong

Chye Thiam Maintenance Pte Ltd
CLS International (1993) Pte Ltd
Creative Technology Ltd

Crescent Law Chambers LLC
Cross Ratio Entertainment

Daniel Teo Tong How

Daryl Neo

DBS Foundation

Deborah Yao

Deloitte & Touche LLP

Desmond Wang

Diana Koh Fund

Don Chew

EFG Bank AG

Electronics & Engineering Pte Ltd
Embassy of France in Singapore
Embassy of Italy in Singapore
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany, Singapore
Esmond Loon

Expand Construction Pte Ltd

Foo Yu Yet

Fort Sanctuary Pte Ltd

Fun Siew Leng

Geri Kan

Goh Swee Chen

Guthrie FMC Pte Ltd

Felicia Heng Puay Ee

High Commission of India, Singapore
Ho Bee Foundation

Hong Kong - Singapore Business Association
How’s Catering

Huang Ching Ying

Hugo Advance Network Pte Ltd
Hwang Yee Cheau

Janet Ang

Japan Chamber of Commerce & Industry Singapore Foundation
Jean Yip Salon Pte Ltd

Jeann Low

Jennifer Lee

Joyce A.Tan

Kelly See

Kenneth Kan

Keppel Care Foundation Limited
Khor Ai Ming

Kim Suk Hyun

Kris Foundation

Lam Soon Singapore Pte Ltd

Laura Hwang



LCH Insurance Brokers Pte Ltd
Lee Eng Beng

Lee Huay Leng

Lee Joon Pun

Lee Li-ming

Lee Tzu Yang

Lee Woon Shiu

Lilian Ko Kim Choo

Lily Low

Lim Him Chuan

Lim Ming Yan

Lin Diaan-Yi & Tom Donnelly
Loh Yik Hin

Loo Leong Peow

Loo Wai Kheong

Low Sze Gin

Lucinda Seah

Makansutra Gluttons Bay
Malabar Gold & Diamonds Pte Ltd
Marcel & Melissa Xu

Mary Ann Tsao

Matthew Teng

Nina Tan

Ong Soh Chin

Ong Su-Chzeng

Patek Philippe SEA / GMT Singapore
Patrick Tseng

Paul Tseng & Elyn Wong
Peter Chew

Poon Wai Hong

Quak Hiang Whai

Rachelle Tan

Ravindran S/O Sivalingam

Raymundo AYu

Rebecca Huang

Red House at Marina Bay Pte Ltd
Rohan Chandhok

Sara Joan Fang

Saurav Jain

Saw Wei Jie

See Tho Keng Leong
Seow Ai Wee

Shekaran Krishnan

Shell Singapore

Sim Hwee Cher

Singtel

SISTIC

Straits Chinese Nonya Restaurant Pte Ltd
Suhaimi Zainul Abidin
Suvai Foods Pte Ltd

Tan Chin Tuan Foundation
Tan Wei Ming

The Silent Foundation
Total Solution Marketing
Tridente Automobili Pte Ltd
U.S. Embassy, Singapore
Vemala K Rajamanickam
Vivian Chua

V.K. Rajah

William & Mavis Tok
Winson Lay Chee Loong
Woh Hup (Private) Limited
Yap Chee Meng

Yvonne Tham

Zhang Xinyue

The above are donors and sponsors who contributed $1000 and above from April 2023 — March 2024.

Join us in sharing the joy of the arts and help us reach more O <40
I=r

communities in need. i Gl

A q . A q n F L-.& "
We believe that an experience with the arts is special and that with your generous :ﬁ "
support, more people will get a chance to enjoy the arts. Join us in sharing the joy  pem 4L AT
of the arts and help us reach more communities in need. E

Esplanade also receives grants from the Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth, as well as support for our
Community Programmes from the Tote Board Family, comprising Tote Board, Singapore Pools and Singapore Turf Club.
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Reading Offstage is one of the best things ever!

I devote all my free time to the videos, articles

and podcasts about music, dance, theatre, visual

arts... it is absolutely life-changing. Five stars.

2

Totally Anonymous Person

(who is not related to Offstage)

www.esplanade
.com/offstage

1 Esplanade Drive, Singapore 038981 | Customer Experience Hotline: 6828 8377
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Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to
different communities, including the underserved.
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